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Rockford River District Framework Plan -
Survey Results

Involvement with the River District

Work 30
Shop 21
Live 17
Play 23
Culture 29
Invest 16

Other

! Eat
! Café owner
! Own house, business, and rental loft
! Octane, Coronado
! Restaurant owner
! Ricotta's automotive, business and 2 ware-

houses
! Owner- American Financial/Security Inc.,

B&B
! Board member of several organizations
! River District board member, Realtor
! Steering committee, framework plan
     Haight Village

Biggest Opportunities

! Cultural attractions (3)
! Restaurants (7)
! It's great, it's special, everyone needs to

know
! Unlimited

! The City's landscape ordinance is good, but
better enforcement is needed for all public
and private sector projects.

! The City should strengthen and strictly ad-
minister its code enforcement policies with
the River District to deal with problem build-
ings before they become dilapidated.

! Retail should be required on the ground
floors of buildings at key activity nodes.  The
City should review the zoning code to en-
courage and permit mixed-use buildings.

Transportation

! Jefferson and Chestnut Streets are not well
designed for a downtown setting.  Their
ability to handle large volumes of traffic and
high speeds encourages people to leave the
River District.

! There is a need to improve East State Street
from I-90 to the River District to be a more
convenient entry into the downtown area.

! The high number of one-way streets in the
River District and the Main Street Mall make
circulation difficult and confusing for visitors.

! Improved access and wayfinding are essen-
tial if Rockford is to maintain its status as
the regional center.

! The viability of water taxis should be inves-
tigated.

! Bike racks are needed to improve accessi-
bility to the River District.

Parking

! There is an oversupply of permit parking and
an undersupply of visitor parking in the River
District.

! There is an insufficient supply of public park-
ing when more than one event is occurring.

! Opportunities for the shared use of church
parking in the River District should be ex-
plored.
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Existing/Previous Studies

! Rockford Central Commission (feasibility
study): 12 images/ projects

! City Shores Riverfront Plan
! R/UDAT AIA Rockford
! Downtown Rockford Market Rate Housing

Study
! Central Area Strategic Marketing Plan
! Downtown Rockford Design Guidelines
! 2020 Comprehensive Plan (draft)
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! Exposing the beauty of the river along Madi-
son and south of state street bridge (2)

! Cultural events / entertainment (3)
! Wonderful community atmosphere
! Riverfront development (6)
! Adaptive reuse
! Momentum
! History of area (2)
! Victorian homes
! Promote existing business (2)
! Recreation
! River - river park, fountain (8)
! Architecture (4)
! Coronado, arts center, galleries (1)
! Tourism
! Retail
! Festivals
! Affordable property
! River activities (3)
! Entertainment/nightlife (3)
! Hotels
! Downtown Residences (3)
! Reroute roads
! I-90 advertising
! Use local people
! River front industrial
! Lofts (2)
! Regional marketing and promotion
! Pedestrian paths
! Trolley
! Expand museum campus
! Traffic/parking
! Upscale hotels
! Convention center (2)
! Committed river district organization
! 2nd story housing (mkt. rate)

Short-term opportunities

! Market to Chicago and Madison (2)
! Market what we have so we can stay (3)
! Develop existing properties especially his-

toric structures into mixed use.
! Residential development (3)
! Small business development (3)
! More events
! Apartments
! Dining (2)

! Retail (2)
! Vacant storefront for new businesses
! Keep streets clean (2)
! Move people downtown who care about area
! Downtown owners residences
! Bike path
! Curbside appeal
! Improve the aesthetics
! Advertise in motel/hotels, TV, radio (3)
! Mixed use housing
! On street parking
! Plant 1000 trees in the Whitman street in-

terchange
! Inclusion, positive imaging
! Networking
! Education
! Docks on river, more things to do
! Family activities downtown (Carousel in

Marshfield, OH)
! Define gateways and boundaries
! Begin riverwork
! Framework
! IMAX
! Better promotion of office space
! Improve security
! Bike paths
! Beautification (2)
! Building standards
! Fill empty buildings

Biggest Obstacles

! Perception (11)
! Ourselves
! Moving ahead regardless of negative rheto-

ric financing
! Negative perception/image (7)
! Lack of parking (8)
! Existing lt. Industrial
! Parking and security
! Traffic pattern
! Marketing  (4)
! Access
! 5 miles and 29 stoplights from hotels
! Crime, drugs/safety (5)
! Strip bars and their clientele
! Street patterns
! Cave man thinking
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Aerial View

! Lack of positives
! Follow through on ideas
! Investors
! Getting people downtown
! Negative populous
! Public perception and their resistance to par-

ticipate in downtown
! Government support
! History
! City zoning (2)
! Transportation
! General appearance
! Older structures and cost to improve
! Students, youth
! The mall
! IDOT - transportation issues
! Small thinkers that don't support risk takers
! Ignorance and fear
! Attitude
! Vacant property
! Codes for rehab
! Excessive concentration of social services
! Public subsidy for downtown hotel

Top Priority

! Marketing what we already have (6)
! PR firm to represent downtown (2)
! Parking and cleanup
! Developing interconnecting bike/ped paths

n,s,e,w; coordinate this with Morgan street
bridge and roadway improvements

! hope development
! Convention and hotel space
! Housing (residential, commercial housing, ho-

tels)
! Revamp
! Image change (3)
! Too many social service …
! Get people to come downtown getting rid of

the negative image people have of downtown
! Welcome all visitors and residents with signage
! Investment
! Downtown owners residences
! Use local people
! Encourage development of business to develop

a critical mass to make the River district a place

to go
! (La Clede's landing in St. Louis and Ware-

house District in downtown Omaha)
! Loft and condo housing
! Interest and fun
! Develop river (2)
! Education facility to bring more and con-

stant traffic
! Use the river
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